FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

LAKE END LINEAR PARKWAY

RECREATIONAL ELEMENT OF THE ATCHAFALAYA BASIN 

FLOODWAY SYSTEM

MORGAN CITY, ST. MARY PARISH, LOUISIANA

EA # 376

Description of Action.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), New Orleans District (NOD), proposes to construct a recreational facility along the northern shore of Lake Palourde as it runs along Louisiana Highway 70 near Morgan City, Louisiana.  This facility, to be constructed adjacent to the existing Lake End Park, will include RV camping, cabin camping, a commercial area with a lodge, conference center, and restaurant, boat landing, beach/picnic area, fishing pier, and wildlife area.  The proposed project also includes the construction of the Joe Russo Boat Launch Site as well as American with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessible features and required infrastructures.

Factors Considered in Determination.  Based upon Environmental Assessment (EA) #376, the NOD has determined that the construction of proposed recreational elements will have no significant impact on the surrounding environment.  Careful examination of potential adverse affects regarding wetlands, fisheries, wildlife, endangered and threatened species, water quality, cultural resources and recreational resources, have shown that the proposed action would pose no significant impact to the environment or its resources.

Public Involvement.  EA #376, Linear Park Recreational Project, St. Mary Parish, Louisiana, was made available to the public and concerned agencies and organizations in October 2002.  The EA was distributed to Federal, state, and local agencies, offices, and libraries, as well as to organizations and individuals known to have an interest in the proposed work.

Conclusion.  This office has assessed the environmental impacts of the completed action and has determined that the work would have no significant impact upon the human or natural environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will not be prepared.
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