ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

LAKE END LINEAR PARKWAY

RECREATION ELEMENT OF THE ATCHAFALAYA BASIN FLOODWAY SYSTEM, LOUISIANA, PROJECT
EA # 376

INTRODUCTION

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), New Orleans District, has prepared this Environmental Assessment # 376 (EA #376) to evaluate the potential impacts associated with the proposed construction of an extensive recreational facility at the site of Lake End Linear Parkway, along the north-western shore of Lake Palourde.  Lake Palourde is located north of Morgan City, St. Mary Parish, Louisiana (Figure 1).  EA #376 has been prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the Council on Environmental Quality’s Regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), as reflected in the UASCE Engineering Regulation, ER 200-2-2.  The following sections include a discussion of the proposed action, significant resources affected by the proposed action, and the impacts of the proposed action.  

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION

Plan development for the linear parkway began after the site was identified by the USACE and the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources (LADNR) as meeting the criteria for recreation and accessibility improvements in the Atchafalaya Basin as authorized in the Atchafalaya Basin Floodway System.

AUTHORITY FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION

The project authority for this plan is the Atchafalaya Basin Floodway System, which is part of the Mississippi River and Tributaries project, authorized by the Flood Control Act, approved May 15, 1928 (Public Law 391, 70th Congress), as amended.

PUBLIC CONCERNS

Many factors were taken into account concerning the proposed construction of recreational elements on Flat Lake and Lake Palourde.  The interested public recognized the historical value of Lake End Park, with documented recreation uses dating back to 1875.  Concerns regarding providing access to Atchafalaya Basin swamplands without compromising their pristine condition were brought forth.  Design and planning of construction activities have taken these concerns into account.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

The proposed action consists of the construction of recreational improvements along the northern shore of Lake Palourde, located north of Morgan City, Louisiana.  The RV parking is located at the southern end of Lake End Parkway, adjacent to the existing Lake End Park.  There is vehicular access from the park, which allows for well-organized access and management from the existing park.  The main public launch from Highway 70 is at the old judge’s stand.  A picnic/beach area encompasses most of the northern half of the site, with a fishing pier attached to one of the peninsula extensions into the lake.   At the northern most end of the site, just below the Brownell Memorial Tower, is the wildlife enhancement area.  On the western side of the levee, the Joe Russo landing is to be improved as a boat launch and marina with additional parking for boaters.  It also includes a primitive tent camping area that can serve as overflow parking during special events.

The following lists each section of the proposed Linear Parkway as well as a more detailed description of the elements planned for the project area.

RV CAMPING

An entrance to Linear Park from Lake End Park is to be constructed.  A total of 60 camping pads with electrical and water connection points to each pad is be built.  This area is to include a bathhouse and laundry facility (900 square feet).  A gathering pavilion of approximately 2000 sq. feet is also to be erected.  An area, to accommodate 18 car-parking spaces, will be located at the bathhouse.  This area will also include a boat mooring area with enough space for 15 boats.

BOAT LANDING

This area of the project will include a 4-lane access road from LA Highway 70 with a traffic light at the intersection.  The facility will feature 3 boat launch lanes, 27 car parking spaces, and 102 boat trailer parking spaces.  The boat loading and unloading area will be approximate 275 feet in length with a bulkhead edge.  A boat mooring area will be built to accommodate up to 35 boats with up to 25-foot hull lengths.  

PICNIC AND BEACH AREA

The entrance into this section of the Linear Park will be through an internal access road leading into a parking area with 70 car parking spaces.  40 picnic tables and 2 small picnic shelters (500 sq. feet) will be available.  Other amenities in this section will include an elevated overlook pavilion (1200 sq. feet) and a large gathering pavilion (4000 sq. feet) with public restrooms (500 sq. feet).  A large public restroom facility, with showers (750 sq. feet), will also be constructed.  A public beach (5500 sq. yards) will be made available and an ADA accessible underwater swimming dock will be constructed beachside.  Four outdoor showers will be made available as well.

FISHING PIER

A fishing pier measuring 10 feet wide and 1070 feet in length will extend into Lake Palourde.  50 car parking spaces, to be shared with the picnic and beach section, will be constructed.  A public road from LA Highway 70 will provide access.

WILDLIFE ENHANCEMENT AREA

The highlight of this section of Linear Park is 6.4 acres of forested habitat.  A nature trail will be constructed to give hikers access to view habitat and wildlife within the area.  Two pedestrian overlook areas will give additional viewing opportunities.  Educational signage will be posted to inform guests about local habitat and wildlife.

JOE RUSSO LAUNCH SITE

Entry to this area will be through an internal vehicular access road.  Parking will accommodate 88 car/boat trailer parking spaces.  Administrative and restroom facilities (1600 sq. feet) will be constructed as well as a house for a caretaker (1800 sq. feet).   Four boat launch lanes will be available with a boat mooring area for up to 49 boats with up to 30-foot hull lengths.  A primitive camping area, which can also act as an overflow parking area, will be available as well as a bathhouse for tent campers. 

CIRCULATION

Vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle traffic will be accommodated as follows:

· Asphalt Vehicular Internal Roadways (24 feet wide, 2.5 miles long)

· Asphalt Waterfront Pedestrian/Bike Path (10 feet wide, 1.5 miles long)

· Asphalt Public Pedestrian/Bike Path along LA Highway 70 (10 feet wide, 1.5 miles long)

· Pedestrian Crosswalks across LA Highway 70 with Overlook Platforms (3 locations)

· Vehicular Access Control Gates at all new highway connection points.

OTHER PARK AMENITIES

The entire park will be fitted with light poles at 200-foot intervals along walkways.  Public benches will be made available at various locations.  Trash receptacles will be placed at 500-foot intervals along walkways.  Park signage will be displayed at key locations and drinking fountains will be located at all restroom facilities.  

ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION

Several alternatives to the proposed action were considered.  These alternatives were the No-Action Alternative as well as three program alternatives that explored the variations in placement and location of several of the sections of the Linear Parkway design.  All of these alternatives used the same general components of the park design but differed in location and land feature.  Under the no-action alternative, the proposed action would not be constructed by the USACE.  Current usage and conditions would remain at status quo.  The Proposed Action represents the most effective design and combination of elements to meet the requirements and needs of the project.  For the purpose of this EA, only the No-Action and Proposed Action are evaluated.  

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

GENERAL

The Lake End Park and Linear Parkway sites are located north of Morgan City, St. Mary Parish, Louisiana, along the western shore of Lake Palourde parallel to Louisiana Highway 70.  Water depths in Lake Palourde remain relatively constant between 4 and 6 feet.  The northern end of the site supports a significant swamp habitat consisting of bald cypress (Taxodium distichum) and tupelo gum (Nyssa aquatica), which was recently enhanced through the contiguous planting of cypress seedlings by the Boy Scouts.  Several small stands of existing cypress are located within the site, however, these areas have received significant amounts of fill material and the survival of these trees is in question.  The dominant vegetation in the brackish marshes may include common reed (Phargmites comminus), maidencane (Panicum henitomon), duck potato (Sagitaria lancifolia), cattail, (Typha sp.) bulrush (Scirpus validus), and cutgrass (Zizaniopsis miliacea).  Lake Palourde also supports many species of fish, reptiles, amphibians, wading and migratory birds, as well as other terrestrial wildlife. 

CLIMATE

The area where the project area is located is classified as having a humid-subtropical climate.  Annual average temperature in the project area is 68 degrees Fahrenheit (F), with monthly normal temperatures varying from 82 degrees F in July to 53 degrees F in January.  Average annual precipitation over the area is 63 inches, varying from a monthly average or 7.7 inches in July to an average of 4.2 inches in November.

GEOLOGY

The project area lies within part of three deltas of the Mississippi.  Each of these deltas were created from alluvial materials with different sources and deposited during different ages.  The combined Mississippi and Ohio Rivers left much of the soils in the area by the Red River, the Mississippi River, and as they flowed together through the channel now occupied by Bayou Teche. 

The dominant natural soil in the area is Sharkey-Alligator Complex.  This soil complex, consisting of sharkey and alligator clays, is typically found in poorly drained areas derived from deposits of mixed alluvium.  These areas are also level and are slightly more elevated than those that are frequently over flowed.  Sharkey clay darker surface and upper substrata layers and is better developed structurally than alligator clay.

The area designated for the proposed project is an area recently created by deposited fill for the purpose of shoreline protection.  Fill materials were used from the Berwick Bay Dredging Project as well as commercial sources.

SIGNIFICANT RESOURCES

This section contains a description of significant resources and the impacts of the proposed action on these resources.  The significant resources described in this section are those recognized by: laws, executive orders, regulations, and other standards of national state, or regional agencies and organizations; technical or scientific agencies, groups, or individuals; and the general public.  Significant resources include wetlands, fisheries, wildlife, essential fish habitat, endangered and threatened species, cultural resources, recreational resources, and air quality.   Essential fish habitat, as provided under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, does not occur in the project area, and therefore is not considered a significant resource in this EA.

WETLANDS

Existing Conditions

This resource is institutionally significant because of the Clean Water Act of 1977, as amended; Executive Order 11990 of 1977, Protection of Wetlands; Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended; and the Estuary Protection Act of 1968.  Wetlands are technically significant because; they provide necessary habitat for various species of plants, fish, and wildlife; they serve as ground water recharge areas; they provide storage areas for storm and flood waters; they serve as natural water filtration areas; they provide protection from wave action, erosion, and storm damage; and they provide various consumptive and non-consumptive recreational opportunities.  Wetlands are publicly significant because of the high value the public places on the functions and values that wetlands provide.

A field trip to the area showed a valuable bald cypress and tupelo gum swamp adjacent to the north end of the project site where Brownell Memorial Park is located.  A smaller, less notable area containing bald cypress and tupelo gum is located where the proposed project area meets with the existing Lake End Park facility.  

Future Conditions with No-Action

Without implementation of the proposed action, it is unlikely an effect would occur on any surrounding wetland.

Future Conditions with the Proposed Action

With implementation of the proposed action, permanent adverse affects to surrounding wetland areas are unlikely.  Best management practices will be in place over the extent of construction activities thereby diminishing or eliminating any temporary, adverse impacts.  

FISHERIES

Existing Conditions

This resource is institutionally significant because of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of 1958, as amended.  Fisheries resources are technically significant because: they are a critical element of many valuable freshwater and marine habitats: they are an indictor of the health of various freshwater and marine habitats: and many species are important commercial resources.  Fisheries resources are publicly significant because of the high priority that the public places on their esthetic, recreational, and commercial value.

The aquatic habitat located within the project area supports many species of common fish species including many species of valued game fish.  Table 1 presents the common name and species name of the fish that have been collected from Lake Palourde.

Table 1.  Common name and species name of fish collected in Lake Palourde, Morgan City, Louisiana.
	Common Name
	Species Name
	Common Name
	Species Name

	Largemouth bass
	Micropterus salmoides
	Yellow bullhead
	Ameriurus natalis

	Striped bass
	Morone saxatilis
	American eel
	Anguilla rostrata

	White bass
	Morone chrysops
	Striped mullet
	Mugil cephalus

	Yellow bass
	Morone mississippiensis
	Mississippi silverside
	Menidia audens

	Black crappie
	Pomoxis nigromacualtus
	Bay anchovy
	Anchoa mitchilli

	White crappie
	Pomoxis annularis
	Goldfish
	Carassius auratus

	Atlantic needlefish
	Strongylura marina
	Channel catfish
	Ictalurus punctatus

	Bluegill
	Lepomis macrochirus
	Blue catfish
	Ictalurus furcatus

	Redear sunfish
	Lepomis microlophus
	Flathead catfish
	Pylodictis olivaris

	Longear sunfish
	Lepomis megalotis
	Sheepshead
	Archosargus probatocepalus

	Spotted sunfish
	Lepomis puntatus
	Atlantic croaker
	Micropogonias undulatus

	Orangespotted sunfish
	Lepomis humilis
	Gizzard shad
	Dorosoma cepedianum

	Green sunfish
	Lepomis cyanellus
	Threadfin shad
	Dorosoma petenense

	Warmouth
	Lepomis gulosus
	Golden shiner
	Notemigonus crysoleucas

	Carp
	Myprinus carpio
	Madtoms
	Noturus sp.

	Freshwater drum
	Aplodinotus grunniens
	Skipjack herring
	Alosa chrysochloris

	Spotted gar
	Lepisosteus oculatus
	Hogchocker
	Trinectus maculatus

	Bowfin
	Amia calva
	Gulf menhaden
	Brevoortia partonus

	Smallmouth buffalo
	Ictiobus bubalus
	Pirate perch
	Aphredoderus sayanus

	Bigmouth buffalo
	Ictiobus cyprinellus
	
	


Source: Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, personal communication, August 21, 2002.

Some marine fishery species that utilize freshwater areas, such as the striped mullet and gulf menhaden, are present in Lake Palourde.

Future Conditions with No-Action

Without the implementation of the proposed action it is unlikely that any effect to the surrounding fisheries would occur.  Conditions in Lake Palourde would remain affected by the natural processes that are currently taking place in the area.

Future Conditions with the Proposed Action

With the implementation of the Proposed Action, permanent adverse effects to the surrounding fisheries are unlikely.  Best management practices will be put into operation over the duration of the construction process.  An increase in turbidity and suspended solids may occur when construction activities are near or in the water.  However, these conditions will be intermittent and temporary in nature.  Conditions should return to pre-construction standards shortly after completion of the proposed activities.

WILDLIFE

Existing Conditions

This resource is institutionally significant because of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of 1958, as amended and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918.  Wildlife is technically significant be cause: they are a critical element of many valuable aquatic and terrestrial habitats; they are an indicator of the health of various aquatic and terrestrial habitats; and many species are important commercial resources.  Wildlife is publicly significant because of the high priority that the public places on their esthetic, recreational, and commercial value.

Wildlife that may be present in the area include various resident and migratory birds such as the double crested cormorant, great blue heron, great egret, snowy egret, and the great heron.  These birds use Lake Palourde for feeding, wintering, and brood rearing.  Various raptors and songbirds also frequent the area.  Terrestrial wildlife that may be present in the project location include the gray squirrel, swamp rabbit, raccoon, mink, river otter, beaver, armadillo, bats, and rodents.  Common reptiles and amphibians may include the American alligator, western cottonmouth, water snakes, turtles, green anoles, bullfrogs, bronze frogs, tree frogs, and salamanders.

An informal field survey of bottom sampling for benthic species resulted in the discovery of two larval species of the dipteran family Chironomidae, Chironomus sp. and Chryptochironomus sp.    The very fine, silty quality of the bottom sediment was also noted.  

Future Conditions with No-Action

Without the implementation of the proposed action, conditions for the support of wildlife in and around Lake Palourde would persist and would be subject to the natural processes that currently affect the area.  Wildlife that currently utilizes the area for foraging, breeding, and migration will continue to do so.

Future Conditions with the Proposed Action

With the implementation of the proposed action, wildlife may experience a temporary disturbance over the duration of the construction activities.  Noise from construction equipment may cause wildlife to leave the area.  This would be a temporary provision and conditions would return to normal upon completion of the project.  Construction of permanent structures may also displace some wildlife species.  However, extensive habitat in surrounding areas can offer alternative habitat for those species that may be temporarily displaced by project construction.  The establishment of the wildlife enhancement area on the northern end of the site would also serve to offset any temporary impacts that wildlife in the area may experience as a result of the proposed action.  

ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES

Existing Conditions

This resource is institutionally significant because of: the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended; the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972; and the Bald Eagle Protection Act of 1940.  Endangered or threatened species are technically significant because the status of such species provides an indication of the overall health of the ecosystem.  These species are publicly significant because of the desire of the public to protect them and their habitats.

In a letter dated September 16, 2002, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) indicated the presence of a bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) nest within one mile of the proposed site.   The bald eagle is listed as a threatened species.  Eagles will typically nest in bald cypress trees near fresh to intermediate marches or open water in the southeastern parishes of Louisiana from October through mid-May.

Also, the threatened Louisiana black bear (Ursus americanus luteolus) has been known to occupy the area.  The Louisiana black bear is primarily associated with forested wetland.  However, the Louisiana black bear utilizes a variety of habitat types including marsh, spoil banks, and upland forests.  Louisiana black bear, particularly pregnant females, normally den from December through April. 

During a field trip to the proposed site, no threatened or endangered species were observed.  The project site does not serve as prime habitat for either of these threatened species.

Future Conditions with No-Action

Without the implementation of the proposed action, threatened and endangered species in the area would be largely unaffected.  Natural processes currently affecting the area would persist.

Future Conditions with the Proposed Action

With the implementation of the proposed action, there would be no adverse impacts to threatened or endangered species.  However, the USFWS has indicated that if proposed work should encroach within one mile of an eagle nest during the nesting season (October through mid-May), further consultation with their office would be required.  

The USFWS has also indicated that legal protection had been extended to candidate or actual den trees possibly utilized by the Louisiana black bear.   These trees are defined in the final rule as bald cypress and tupelo gum with visible cavities, having a diameter at breast height of 36 inches or greater, and occurring in or along rivers, lakes, streams, bayous, sloughs, or other water bodies.  If construction is to be performed during the denning season (December through April) or if bald cypress or tupelo gum meeting the above requirements will be destroyed or removed, further consultation with the USFWS will be required.  

WATER QUALITY
Existing Conditions

Lake Palourde is a component of the Atchafalaya River Basin, which is located in the south-central part of Louisiana.  The Atchafalaya River is a distributary of the Red, Black, and Mississippi Rivers, presently carrying approximately 30 percent of the Mississippi’s flow.  The basin is well defined by a system of levees, which surround it on the north, east, and west.  The entire basin serves as a major floodway for the Mississippi River floodwaters, and it encompasses approximately 1806 square miles.  Lake Palourde supports a freshwater aquatic habitat. 

Future Conditions with No-Action

Without the implementation of the proposed action, water quality conditions in Lake Palourde will persist.  Surrounding water quality will be subject to the natural processes that currently exist in the area.

Future Conditions with the Proposed Action

With the implementation of the proposed project, water quality may experience temporary impacts.  Construction of the proposed recreational elements may result in a temporary increase of suspended solids and turbidity where elements of the project are located near the water or extend into the water.  There may also be a temporary decrease in the dissolved oxygen in the area.  However, best management practices will be in place to minimize or eliminate these impacts.  Should there be any resulting impacts, they will be minor and temporary in nature and should not result in any permanent damage to the surrounding water quality.

CULTURAL RESOURCES

Existing Conditions

This resource is institutionally significant because of: the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended; the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990; and the Archeological Resources Protection Act of 1979; as well as other statutes.  Cultural resources are technically significant because of: their association of linkage to past events, to historically important persons, and to design and/or construction values; and for their ability to yield important information about prehistory and history.  Cultural resources are publicly significant because preservation groups and private individuals support their protection, restoration, enhancement, or recovery.

The majority of the project area is composed of recently dredged material.  Prior to the deposition of this material, the area and the material was cleared for cultural resources by EA #301, LA Highway 70, Lake Palourde, Louisiana.  A letter of concurrence with the findings of no significant impact was received by the State Historic Preservation Office on March 3, 2000.

Cultural resources surveys have been conducted in the project area, and were used both to find no significant impact prior to the deposition of dredged material, and in previously existing areas now part of the Lake End Park project area.  The entire project area on both sides of LA Highway 70 is of recent origin, being constructed of dredged material no earlier than 1935.  Previous cultural resource surveys have been conducted in the area by Gibson in 1978 and 1982, and by Neuman and Servello in 1976.  These surveys found no cultural resources within the project area or in the immediate vicinity.  A site visit by a USACE archeologist during 2000 found no signs of undetected cultural resources.

Future Conditions with No-Action
Without implementation of the proposed action, any undiscovered or unrecorded cultural resources would continue to be exposed to the elements as they currently exist in the project area.  Because much of the project area is composed of material recently cleared for cultural resources and deposited from another location, no cultural resources are known or expected within the project area, and no impact is expected.

Future Conditions with the Proposed Action

With implementation of the proposed action, any undiscovered or unrecorded cultural resources would be exposed to new impacts as caused by increased vehicle, pedestrian, and boat traffic, and by the impacts of wave wash and other forms of erosion and disturbance to ground surface that accompany these activities.  Because much of the project area is composed of material recently cleared for cultural resources and deposited from another location, no cultural resources are known or expected within the project area, and no impact is expected.

RECREATIONAL RESOURCES

Existing Conditions

This resource is institutionally significant because of the Federal Water Project Recreation Act of 1965, as amended, and the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, as amended.  Recreational resources are technically significant because of the high economic value of recreational activities and their contribution to local, state, and national economics.  Recreational resources are publicly significant because of: the high value that the public places on fishing, hunting, and boating, as measured by the large number of fishing and hunting licenses sold in Louisiana; and the large per-capita number of recreational boat registrations in Louisiana.

Access to Lake Palourde for recreational boaters, anglers, and naturalists is currently gained through the facilities available at Lake End Park, located north of Morgan City, Louisiana.  The Lake End Park facility currently contains 173 full hookups and 23 partial hookups for camping.  There is a shower and laundry facility available to those who are utilizing the campsite as well as a boat ramp for those with recreational vessels.  Lake End Park also offers 1 mile of paved walking trails, a sandy beach for swimming, and an activity pavilion for gatherings.  

Future Conditions with No-Action

Without the implementation of the proposed action, Lake Palourde will continue to be accessible to the public through Lake End Park.

Future Conditions with the Proposed Action

With the implementation of the proposed action, there will be a marked increase in available recreational facilities and features in the area.  Improved camping facilities will provide additional opportunities for individuals to enjoy an extended stay in the area.  Better boat launch facilities will provide safer conditions for recreational boaters.  Fishing opportunities will also increase with the placement of the fishing pier and sandy beach on the project site.  Asphalt trials and an ADA accessible underwater swimming dock will provide access to those with disabilities to the area.  The Wildlife Enhancement area will also provide hikers and naturalists with an opportunity to enjoy the area’s scenic value.  

AIR QUALITY

Existing Conditions

This resource is considered institutionally significant because of the Louisiana Environmental Quality Act of 1983, as amended, and the Clean Sir Act of 1963, as amended.  Air Quality is technically significant because of the status of regional ambient air quality in relation to the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).  It is publicly significant be cause of the desire for clean air expressed by virtually all citizens. 

St. Mary Parish is currently classified as in attainment of all NAAQS.  This classification is the result of area-wide air quality modeling studies.

Future Conditions with No-Action

Without implementation of the proposed action, it is likely that air quality in area will not be affected.

Future Conditions with the Proposed Action

With the implementation of the proposed action, air quality in the area is expected to be temporarily impacted due to emissions released by construction equipment.  However, air quality should return to pre-construction conditions upon completion of the proposed project activities. 

HAZARDOUS TOXIC AND RADIOACTIVE WASTES

The USACE is obligated under Engineer Regulation 1165-2-132 to assume responsibility for the reasonable identification and evaluation of all Hazardous and Toxic and Radioactive Waste (HTRW) contamination within the vicinity of the proposed action.  A HTRW Land Use History and a Phase I HTRW Initial Site Assessment (ISA) have been completed for the proposed action and are on file.  The risk of encountering HTRW for the proposed action is negligible, based on the ISA.

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

The CEQ Regulations define cumulative impacts (CI) as “the impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future action, regardless of what agency (Federal or non-Federal) or person undertakes such other actions.  CI can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period of time.”  

The Atchafalaya Basin Project (ABP), has impacted the project area by creating additional shoreline to achieve the goals designated by the Atchafalaya Basin Floodway System, Louisiana Project.  The proposed construction of recreational elements on this newly created land further meets the required goals set forth in the ABP.  Best management practices over the duration of construction activities will serve to eliminate or diminish any temporary, adverse affects, thereby eliminating any possible adverse CI.  

COORDINATION

Preparation of this EA and a draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) has been coordinated with appropriate Congressional, Federal, state, and local interests, as well as environmental group and other interested parties.  The following agencies, as well as other interested parties, are receiving copies of this EA and draft FONSI:


U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region VI


U.S. Department of Commerce, National Marine Fisheries Service


U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service, State Conservationist


Advisory Council on Historic Preservation


Governor’s Executive Assistant for Coastal Activities


Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries


Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, Coastal Management Division


Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, Coastal Restoration Division


Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, PER-REGC


Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, EP-SIP


Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer

MITIGATION

Because minimal negative impacts to environmental resources are expected, no mitigation proposed to be implemented with the preferred alternative.  No impacts have been identified that would require compensatory mitigation.

COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS

Environmental compliance for the proposed action would be achieved upon: coordination of this EA and draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) with appropriate agencies, organizations, and individuals for their review and comments; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) confirmation that the proposed action would not be likely to adversely affect any endangered or threatened species; Louisiana Department of Natural Resources concurrence with the determination that the proposed action is consistent, to the maximum extent practicable, with the Louisiana Coastal Resources Program; receipt of a Water Quality Certificate from the State of Louisiana; public review of the Section 404(b)(1) public Notice; signature of the Section 404(b)(1) Evaluation; receipt of the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer Determination of No Affect on cultural resources; and receipt and acceptance or resolution of all Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality comments on the air quality impact analysis documented in the EA.  The draft FONSI will not be signed until the proposed action achieves environmental compliance with applicable laws and regulations, as described above.

CONCLUSION

The proposed action consists of the construction of various recreational elements along the northern shore of Lake Palourde adjacent to the existing Lake End Park.  The planned elements of the proposed action include improved RV camping sites, overnight cabins, a lodge and conference center, improved boat launch facilities, picnic and beach areas with a fishing pier, a wildlife enhancement area, as well as necessary parking areas, restroom facilities, and paved trails.  The construction of this project may have temporary minor impacts to water quality, air quality, and fisheries in the project area.  However, none of the impacts have been determined to be significant enough to warrant further investigation or mitigation measures.  This office has assessed the environmental impacts of the proposed action and has determined that the proposed action would have no impact upon cultural resources and no significant detrimental impact on the human or natural environment.   

PREPARED BY

EA #376 and the associated draft FONSI were prepared in October 2002 by GEC, Inc. of Baton Rouge, Louisiana with relevant sections prepared by: Mr. Paul Hughbanks of USACE – Cultural Resources and Mr. Christopher G. Brantley – Project Manager.  The address of the preparer is: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District; Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division; CEMVN-PM; P.O. Box 60267; New Orleans, Louisiana, 70160-0267.

