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DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL                                                                                IMPACT STATEMENT

CALCASIEU RIVER AND PASS, LA

FEDERAL NAVIGATION CHANNEL

DREDGED MATERIAL MANAGEMENT PLAN

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will conduct two public scoping meetings for the initiation of a dredged material management plan (DMMP) study to investigate dredged material placement for the next 20 years of maintenance dredging of the Calcasieu River and Pass, Louisiana, Federal navigation channel.

The scoping meetings have been scheduled as follows:

	Monday July 18, 2005

7:00 p.m.

Calcasieu Parish Police Jury Building

1015 Pithon Street

Lake Charles, LA 70601
	Tuesday July 19, 2005

7:00 p.m.

Cameron Parish Courthouse

119 Smith Circle

Cameron, LA 70631


The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District (CEMVN) invites all interested parties to attend one of two public scoping meetings.  The purpose of the scoping meetings is to solicit input to the DMMP from any and all interested parties.  The input generated at these meetings will be used to help establish the range of actions and alternatives of the DMMP and the significant resources that may be impacted during implementation of the DMMP.

The Calcasieu River and Pass, LA, project does not have adequate dredged material disposal areas for the long-term maintenance of the project.  Existing disposal sites are at or near capacity, some disposal sites have been substantially eroded into adjacent water bodies, other disposal areas have been lost to commercial developments, or landowners have rescinded permissions for their property to be used for placement of dredged material.  As a result, remaining disposal areas cannot accommodate the volume of dredged material needed to maintain the Calcasieu River and Pass, LA, navigation channel to project-authorized dimensions, and CEMVN has been forced to reduce channel dimensions in some reaches.

The purpose of the DMMP is to develop a long-term strategy for providing viable placement alternatives to meet the dredging needs of the Calcasieu River and Pass, LA,  project for a minimum of 20 years.  The DMMP study will evaluate how the dredged material can be managed in an environmentally and economically acceptable manner, with emphasis on beneficial uses of the material.  Beneficial uses may include, but are not limited to, ecosystem and habitat restoration, innovative uses, shoreline stabilization, and upland uses.  A Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) will be prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to document impacts resulting from implementation of the DMMP.  It is anticipated that this study will conclude in late 2006.  

A map of the Calcasieu River and Pass, LA, project area will be available for review at 6:00 p.m., approximately one hour prior to the scoping meetings. The meetings will also include a presentation by the CEMVN and allow for public input on the DMMP study.  Information regarding the DMMP may be obtained prior to the meeting via the CEMVN website at: 

http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/pd/projectsList/projectList.asp?projectType=OM

Oral or written comments may be provided at the public scoping meetings.  Written comments may also be submitted up to July 29, 2005.  Written comments may be mailed to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District, CEMVN-PM-RP, Attn: Casey J. Rowe, Post Office Box 60267, New Orleans, LA 70160-0267, or e-mailed to: Casey.J.Rowe@mvn02.usace.army.mil.

If you have any questions concerning the scoping meetings, please contact Mr. Casey Rowe at (504) 862-1583 or e-mail at the above address.

Date:_____________________
____________________________

Stephen E. Jeselink
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army

District Engineer
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