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Southeast Louisiana Urban Flood Control Project (SELA)

PROJECT PURPOSE: The purpose of the project is to reduce damages due to rainfall flooding in Orleans, Jefferson, and St. Tammany Parishes.  Improvements in Orleans and Jefferson Parishes support the parishes’ master drainage plans and generally provide flood protection on a level associated with a ten-year rainfall event, while also reducing damages for larger events. St. Tammany Parish plans would provide flood protection for various rainfall events.

PROJECT AUTHORITY: The project was authorized by Section 108 of the Fiscal 1996 Energy and Water Development Appropriations Act and Section 533 of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1996.

PROJECT LOCATION: The proposed work is located on both the east and west banks of the Mississippi River in Orleans and Jefferson Parishes.  In Jefferson, work is limited to the more densely populated northern portion of the parish.  St. Tammany Parish work is located in and around the communities of Slidell, Mandeville, Covington, Madisonville, Abita Springs, and Lacombe.

PROJECT SPONSORS: Jefferson Parish Government is cost-sharing the work in that parish, and the Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans is cost-sharing the work in Orleans Parish. Preliminary investigations in St. Tammany Parish were done with various municipalities; however, St. Tammany Parish Government has expressed an interest in acting as the cost-sharing partner for the entire parish.

PROJECT FEATURES: In Orleans Parish, plans involve improving twelve major drainage lines, adding pumping capacity to one pump station, and constructing two new pump stations. In Jefferson Parish, plans include improvements to about twenty-four drainage canals, additional pumping capacity for four pump stations, and the construction of two new pump stations. Planned improvements in St. Tammany Parish include channel enlargements, bridge replacements, detention ponds, levees, and elevation of flood-prone structures.  A substantial amount of this work has been completed in Jefferson and Orleans Parishes; no construction has been done yet in St. Tammany.
PROJECT COST:
Total Project
Jefferson
Orleans
St. Tammany


Total Project Cost
$2,159,000,000
$901,000,000
$1,038,000,000
$220,000,000

Total Federal Cost
$1,675,535,000
$701,250,000
$809,285,000
$165,000,000

Total Non-Federal Cost
$483,465,000
$199,750,000
$228,715,000
$55,000,000

PROJECT STATUS: In Jefferson Parish, 41 contracts have been awarded to date, with 31 completed.  In Orleans Parish, nine contracts have been awarded, with eight having been completed. Overall, the currently scheduled work in Orleans and Jefferson Parishes is about 60 percent complete and should be finished in 2016, if funding is made available.  The St. Tammany work is still unscheduled.  The Corps is working with the parish administration to complete a study of the W-14 watershed in Slidell and to develop a plan for a parish-wide study.  Tables of completed, under construction, and planned projects are given below.
FUNDING: Congressional appropriations in the years immediately preceding Hurricane Katrina were inadequate to permit awarding of new contracts, and in some years were not sufficient to continue on-going work.  In the aftermath of Katrina, Congress, via PL 109-148 (the 3rd Supplemental Appropriation), appropriated $224,755,000 to accelerate the completion of SELA.  Seven contracts have been awarded with those funds since November 2006.  Because of the increase in construction costs in southeast Louisiana as the region rebuilds from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, remaining PL 109-148 funds are believed to be adequate to support the award of no more than two additional contracts (both in Orleans Parish).  In 2007, Congress appropriated an additional $25.3 million for SELA through PL 110-28; those funds were used to award two contracts in Jefferson Parish, with the balance to be used for continuing studies and design work.  
Status of Authorized Features

Orleans Parish



Construction
Construction


Completion
Cost


Project Name
Date
($1,000,000)

CONSTRUCTION COMPLETE

Broad Street Pump Station
Aug 2002
19.4

Napoleon Avenue Culvert
Apr 2003
22.6

S. Claiborne Avenue Culvert, Jena to Louisiana 
Jan 2004
15.3

S. Claiborne Avenue Culvert, Nashville to Jena
Dec 2002
10.7

Pritchard Pump Station
Jun 2004
6.2

Hollygrove, Railroad ROW & Eagle St. Culverts
Dec 2004
16.2

Hollygrove, Forshey St./Dublin St. Culverts
Aug 2004
16.0

Dwyer Discharge Tubes
Aug 2004
8.0


UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Dwyer Pump Station
Feb 2008
18.6


Design Phase


Estimated


Contract Award 

Dwyer Rd. Intake Canal, Pump Station to St. Charles Canal
Dec 2007

Florida Avenue Canal, Pump Station 13 to Mazant St.
May 2008

Florida Avenue Canal, Mazant St. to Piety St.
May 2008

Florida Avenue Canal, Piety St. to St. Ferdinand St
Jul 2009

Florida Avenue Canal, St. Ferdinand St. to Deers St.
Jul 2011

Napoleon Avenue culvert, S. Claiborne Ave. to Carondelet St.
Nov 2008

Napoleon Avenue culvert, Carondelet St. to Constance St.
Mar 2009

S. Claiborne Avenue culvert, Monticello canal to Leonidas St.
Nov 2009

S. Claiborne Avenue culvert, Leonidas St. to Lowerline St.
Mar 2010

Jefferson Avenue culvert, S. Claiborne Ave. to Dryades St.
Jul 2010

Jefferson Avenue culvert, Dryades St. to Constance St.
Nov 2010

Louisiana Avenue Canal, S. Claiborne Ave. to Constance St.
Nov 2011

 Phase


Study Phase


Study Status
Algiers Subbasin
underway

London/Orleans Subbasin
suspended

Status of Authorized Features


Jefferson Parish


CONSTRUCTION COMPLETE



Construction


Completion
Construction Cost


Project Name
Date
($1,000,000)
Avenue D Canal
Oct 1998
1.9

Suburban Canal--I-10 to Veterans
Oct 1999
5.1

Canal #3 I-10 to Elmwood Canal
Jan 2000
9.5

Gardere Canal--Phase 1
Jul 1999
3.5

Pump Station Equipment
Dec 2001
20.0

Keyhole Canal
Aug 1999
1.3

Suburban Canal--Veterans to W. Esplanade
Oct 2001
11.6

Canal #3 I-10 to Soniat Canal
Jun 2001
11.0

Elmwood Canal--Canal #3 to W. Esplanade
Aug 2000
5.0

Terry Parkway Canal
May 2000
8.7

Elmwood Canal--W. Esplanade to PS #3
Dec 1999
4.4

Cousins Canal--Phase 1
Oct 2001
4.0

Grand Cross Canal
Jun 2000
0.8

Suburban Canal at I-10
Jun 2002
5.8

Suburban Canal at Veterans Blvd
Jun 2004
9.1

Pump Station # 3 (Elmwood Canal PS)
Nov 2006
19.6

Dugues Canal
Jun 2001
3.8 

Suburban Canal--W. Esplanade to PS #2
Feb 2000
2.7

Railroad Canal
May 2001
5.2

Woodmere & Sunnymeade Canals
Jul 2001
5.3

Whitney Canal
Nov 2002
3.9

Pipeline Canal & WBHPP--Estelle PS
Nov 2001
1.8

Swift Canal & Canal A
Dec 2002
9.8

Brown Avenue Canal
Sep 2001
2.2

Suburban Canal @ W. Esplanade Avenue
Dec 2002
6.7

Keyhole Canal--Phase II
Feb 2001
2.3

Elmwood Canal at Vintage
Dec 2001
2.0

First Avenue Canal
Oct 2002
-

Soniat Canal at Lynette
Mar 2004
-

Suburban Canal--W. Napoleon to I-10
Dec 1996
-

Soniat Canal--Veterans Blvd Crossing
Jun 2004
-

Soniat Canal--Veterans to W. Napoleon Avenue
Sep 2006
20.0

Pump Station #2--Suburban Canal
Apr 2007
19.6

Whitney Barataria Pump Station
Apr 2007
19.5

Two Mile Canal--Phase I
Aug 2007
13.4

Contracts for which no cost is shown were constructed by Jefferson Parish as part of its cost-sharing responsibility.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION


Construction


Completion
Construction Cost


Project Name
Date
($1,000,000)
Elmwood Canal--Kawanee Avenue Bridge
Oct 2008
5.8
Elmwood Canal--W. Esplanade Avenue Bridge
Apr 2009
13.1
Grand Cross Canal At Lapalco 
Jun  2009
8.7
Soniat Canal--Veterans to Canal #3
Nov 2008
24.0
Westminster /Lincolnshire Pump Station
  Backup Gen & Water Well
Sep 2008
8.9
Westwego Pump Station Diesel Engine
Jul 2008
1.5
Pump to the River, Hickory Avenue Section
Sep 2008
8.5
Cousins Canal--Phase II
Mar 2009
9.0
Gardere Canal--Phase II
Aug 2009
31.4

Design Phase


Construction

Completion Date 

Soniat Canal--West Napoleon to Lynette
Mar 2011
Two Mile Canal--Phase II
Jun 2012
Pump to the River, Remaining Disch Tubes
Jul   2011
Pump to the River, Pump PS and Intake Struct
Feb 2016

Soniat Canal--W. Metairie to Lynette
Mar 2015
East of Harvey, Gardere Canal--Phase III
Sep 2012

East of Harvey, Industry Canal
Aug 2014

East of Harvey, Trapp Canal
Jul 2014

Justice & Oil Company Canals
Jul 2013
Mayronne Canal
Apr 2014
Gardere Canal Phase III (Murphy Canal)
Jun 2015

Trapp Canal
Nov 2015

Industry Canal
Oct 2015
Jefferson Parish


Study Phase


Study Status
Hoey’s Subbasin
underway

West of Bayou Segnette Subbasin
underway

St. Tammany Parish




Scheduled




Completion


Project
Status
Date

	Schneider Canal Hurricane Protection
	Project management plan under development.  Section 533(d) report to follow.
	Jan 2008
(PMP only)

	Mandeville Hurricane Protection
	Section 533(d) report required.
	Aug 2011

	Slidell Area Plan
	W-14 Canal 533(d) report currently underway.
	Nov 2008

	Bayou Chinchuba
	Section 533(d) report required.
	Aug 2011

	Mile Branch Channel Improvements
	Section 533(d) report required.
	Aug 2011

	Abita Springs
	Section 533(d) report required.
	Aug 2011

	Bayou Lacombe
	Section 533(d) report required.
	Aug 2011


Section 533(d) reports are used to obtain construction approval for authorized portions of SELA and can be used to add work within certain limits.  The terminology refers to Section 533(d) of the Water Resources Development Act of 1996, one of the pieces of SELA’s authorizing legislation.
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