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Residents give input on how to handle lakes 
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	Problems at City Park Lake include unstable shorelines and bad water quality. A meeting Thursday covered ways to clean up and improve the lakes near City Park and LSU. 


Clean them up. Dredge them deeper. Make them prettier. Stop the fish kills. 

That's what several hundred people who live around and use the six lakes in the area of LSU and City Park want to see done. 

They aired their concerns Thursday night in a meeting organized by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to get input on what to do with University, City Park, Campus, College, Crest and Erie lakes. 

The comments will be used by the corps in a 2-year, $750,000 feasibility study on how to restore the aquatic ecosystem, said Kasey Couture, project manager for the corps. 

Thursday night's meeting at LSU's Lod Cook Alumni Center was the public's first chance to give suggestions to the corps for the study. The suggestions ranged from cleaning up the trash that ends up in the lake and nearby waterways to improving the water quality. 

Lakeside resident Andrew Grier, 46, said he doesn't have the environmental background to make suggestions on what should be done with the lakes -- he just wants to see them cleaned up. 

"The lakes need a lot of help," Grier said. "I think it's one of the prettiest areas of Baton Rouge and I would like to see them take care of it." 

Pendery Gibbens, 73, who has lived near the lakes for 10 years and grew up in Baton Rouge, said he remembers sailing and fishing in them. 

Part of the problem is rain flushing soil and nutrients into the lakes. That leads to fish kills when the dissolved oxygen gets too low. 

"Make it deeper. Dredge it to start with," Gibbens said. "We've put up with these fish kills forever." 

He said so many people, especially students from LSU, use the lakes that it's time to improve them. 

Larry Hubbard, a 72-year-old who recently moved back to Baton Rouge, said he's noticed problems with the lakes. 

"I'm seeing all kinds of erosion problems," Hubbard said. 

Bob Grace said that although it could be three years until work starts on any of the projects in the corps study, other things can be done in the meantime. 

"The city mows part of it and the university mows part of it and nobody mows part of it," Grace said. 

Getting some of that mowed could help with aesthetics and improve safety, he said. 

Jason Soileau, assistant director of facility development at LSU, said the problems range from algae blooms during the summer to unstable or eroding shorelines. 

One of the issues the corps will look at is whether to dredge the lakes. 

Soileau said the last dredging occurred in the late 1970s and early 1980s. Some of the dredged material was used to create the foundation for Baton Rouge beach and lake-side parking and recreation areas. 

"If the lakes are dredged, we have opportunities to use that to build up the banks and increase the shoulders," Soileau said. 

The roads around several of the lakes are heavily used by runners, walkers and cyclists. In some areas the buffer between people and cars is dangerously narrow, he said. 

"The need exists to improve the trails around the lakes," Soileau said. 

The study will also look at who actually owns and is responsible for some of the lakes, Soileau said. 

"That's a little nebulous right now," he said. 
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