Public Input Requested For Lake Restoration Projects
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By Erin Cofiell


Watch the video 

LSU's lakes are considered by many as one of Baton Rouge's hidden treasures.
Lately, that treasure has lost some of its shine. That's why, for the past three years, officials have been working on a master plan to restore them - and they want your input.

For many fishers and joggers, it's the beauty at the LSU lakes that draws them in. However, according to Jason Soileau, Assistant Director of LSU's facility services, the lakes are too shallow and if the proper actions aren't taken, that beauty will slowly disappear.

"The lakes will ultimately revert back to original condition, a swamp, which I don't think any of us want to happen," said Soileau.

That's why for the past three years, the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers,  U.S. Representative Richard Baker, and BREC have been working on a plan to deepen the lakes to restore the water quality. It would also improve wildlife habitat, and the overall ecosystem.

"The engineers and corps have developed a series of options and recommendations for improving lake quality and want to present it now and get more feedback," said Soileau.

Plans include dredging the lakes, creating wetlands, and raising water elevation.

But before any of that happens, they want to hear what you have to say, that's why they're having a meeting tomorrow night and you're invited.

He said they want to know what the public will expect during the lake dredging project, how can they help once it is dredged, have a day in what is done with material in terms of recreational areas.  

Last time the lakes were dredged, in the early eighties, it was the public who decided to form Baton Rouge beach.

The meeting is Tuesday from 6:30 pm to 8pm at the LSU Coastal and Environment Atrium on campus. 

Mayor-President Kip Holden and LSU System President William Jenkins are expected to speak.

