Corps: Drain 7 LSU lakes
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	Plan would deepen, clean water
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Seven lakes in the LSU area could be temporarily drained in an effort to restore them, an Army Corps of Engineers official said Tuesday.

The plan is one of three outlined during a public meeting Tuesday night at LSU to gather comments about improving the lakes.

The lakes — University, City Park, Campus, College, Crest and Erie lakes, as well as a small, unnamed private lake — are between City Park and the LSU campus.

According to the corps, the lakes were created in the 1930s when the original cypress swamps were logged and then the areas dammed off.

Residential and commercial development around the lakes have added to the pollution and sediment that have made the lakes more shallow.

Shallow water gets hotter more quickly and the warmer water can’t hold as much dissolved oxygen, said Mark Wingate, corps senior project manager.

Low levels of oxygen in the lake can lead to fish kills, he said.

In 2005, the corps, in cooperation with the city of Baton Rouge and the East Baton Rouge Parish Recreation and Park Commission, started work on a feasibility study on what should be done to restore the lakes.

Although no decision has been made yet on which plan to use, the alternative that seems to be the most cost effective and provide the best ecological benefit is to deepen the lakes, Wingate said.

Currently, the lakes have an average depth of about 2.5 feet with some pockets of 4 feet to 6 feet deep.

“We’d like to get it to about 5 feet in depth,” Wingate said. To get to that average depth, parts of the lake system would be deepened to 8 feet, requiring the removal of about a million cubic yards of material, he said.

Wingate said this option could stabilize water temperature and dissolved oxygen as well as eliminate a good amount of phosphorous contamination through removal of the sediment.

This can be done either through dredging, or by moving the dirt once the water has been drained.

Dredging is expensive and could take two years to complete, he said. Instead, earth moving would be cheaper, would allow a contractor to work around obstructions like stumps and could be completed in a year.

For this option, lake water would need to be temporarily removed.

“We would like to drain the lakes,” said Wingate, who paused and added: “OK. No one is jumping up yet.”

The rough estimate of the cost is also a big difference.

Dredging could cost between $35 million and $50 million while earthmoving could cost between $7 million and $15 million, he said.

With the federal/local cost share for construction at a 65/35 percent split, a $7 million construction project would require $4.6 million in federal funds and $2.4 million in local funds.

For Kory Tauzin, 33, who lives near the lakes, any improvement would be good.

“I guess it makes sense to go ahead and drain the lakes and clean it out,” he said. “I think the community wants to see this happen as quickly as possible.”

The draft feasibility study should be completed by the end of December, Wingate said.

Plans for the work could be completed by December 2008, assuming that federal funding for the project continues.

The next public meeting will be held from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Aug. 2 at the Jones Creek Library. The corps will soon post additional information on its Web site about the lake plans.




