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LAKES RESTORATION STUDY 

Corps Looks to Improve the Aquatic Ecosystem
BATON ROUGE– The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is conducting a study to determine the feasibility of restoring the aquatic ecosystem of the lakes district in and adjacent to the LSU campus, including University Lake and City Park Lake.
The lakes were partially dredged in the early 1980s because of poor water quality that resulted in fish kills.  These improvements were substantial, but increased development in the area, an aging sewer system, and additional sediment loads have made the lakes shallower and have reduced the water quality.  
The overall objective of the study is to develop a plan that can provide sufficient aquatic ecosystem benefits to justify the total project costs.  The feasibility study therefore currently focuses on measures to improve water quality and increase aquatic and riparian habitat by taking a “hard-look” at various alternatives and the impact of those alternatives on the local environment.  Stabilizing eroding banks, which presently threaten adjacent infrastructure, has an opportunity for potential recreational improvements.  

The scoping process involves gathering the public’s ideas on how to restore the Lakes system and gather information concerning the impacts of those actions.  Identification of environmental issues related to the various alternatives are sought from the public; interested parties; and federal, state, and local agencies.
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A public involvement meeting and scoping process will be conducted, in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act, on Tuesday, July 24, from 6:30 to 8:00 P.M. at LSU’s Department of Oceanography and Coastal Sciences (Coast & Environment Building, 1002-Y Energy) to present alternatives and obtain input from the public on problems and opportunities.
A follow-up public meeting will be held on Thursday, August 2, from 6:00 to 8:00 P.M. at the Jones Creek Regional Branch Library, 6222 Jones Creek Road in Baton Rouge.  Additional topics will include Hurricane Restoration and East Baton Rouge Flood Control in honor of Flood Month.
Funding for the University Lakes Feasibility Study was secured through the efforts of Congressman Richard Baker.  The study is being performed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District, in coordination with East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana State University, and the Baton Rouge Recreation & Park Commission (BREC).
