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LAKES RESTORATION STUDY BEGINNING

Corps to Look at Improving the Aquatic Ecosystem
BATON ROUGE– The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is beginning a study to determine the feasibility of restoring the aquatic ecosystem of the six lakes in and adjacent to the LSU campus.

The lakes were created in the 1930s by logging and damming a cypress swamp.  Most were partially dredged in the early 1980s because of poor water quality that resulted in fish kills.  All were improved through the control of pollution sources.

These improvements were substantial, but increased development in the area and an aging sewer system have reduced the water quality.  Additional sediments have made the lakes shallower.  Algal mats have proliferated, bank erosion has threatened adjacent infrastructure, and fisheries have declined.

The feasibility study will focus on measures to improve water quality and increase aquatic ecosystem habitat.  Measures to be addressed may include deepening the lakes through dredging.  The dredging materials will be considered for use in creating additional aquatic habitat in the form of wetlands and islands.  Other uses may include shoreline stabilization and provision of the foundations for green space for recreational activities.

“The content of the plan is open at this point and will emerge during the course of the study,” according to Kasey Couture, the Corps project manager.  “The overall objective is to develop a plan for restoring the ecological health of the lakes to make them more productive and useful, with a potential for recreational improvements."

Feasibility will depend on whether a plan can be developed with sufficient aquatic ecosystem benefits to justify the total project costs.

Funding for the study was secured through the efforts of Congressman Richard Baker.  The study is being performed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers New Orleans District at the request of East Baton Rouge Parish and in coordination with LSU and BREC.

A public meeting will be held on Thursday, August 18, from 6:00 to 8:00 P.M. at LSU’s Lod Cook Alumni Center at 3838 W. Lakeshore to describe the study and obtain comments from the public on problems and opportunities.

