Donaldsonville to Gulf Project Scoping Meeting Comments

February 12, 2003

1. RR culvert (3127) clogged.  Hwy 3127 culverts are subsided and the drainage is messed up at both sides of Hwy 3127.  It is worse on the north side, and bad from the north to south drainage.  The canals and drainage ditches are silted in.  (Company, Moll, Becknel, Thomas, Dugas, Columbia, Weber, Lassaigne, and Glendale)

2. A public launch at Moll Canal is needed.

3. Is subsidence incorporated in the plans or models?

4. Why are stage elevations remaining high for so long?  Is it one factor or a combination?

5. Bayou Lafourche use to drain well, its capacity should be restored.

6. Will the proposed plan protect all of St. John Parish?  Are there any negative impacts for St. John?

7. How do you make railroads maintain culverts?

8. Will this project address the blocked Hwy 18 culverts?

9. There are beaver dams in the existing canals.

10. The railroad moved the crossing and left blockage, there is no culvert.

11. There is a boat ramp on the Dugas canal, Bartholomew canal, and Miss. River at Edgard.

12. Bayou Chevreiul on Hwy 20 had a height gauge maintained by the coast guard, it is now discontinued.

13. Bike path on levee to Donaldsonville.

14. How will you address the storm sure in combination with pumping out of the protected side?

15. Pump stations for the west bank are needed.

Napoleonville- February 11, 2003

16. Davis Pond and other projects that would bring water into the project area are needed

17. Hurricane protection is critical to the region.  I prefer to shelter in lieu of evacuation.

18. Please check the computer model for accuracy

19. What is the likelihood of all three levee systems being built?

20. Is the west bank of Bayou Lafourche protected?   The pumping commences at what point?  What are the pump’s sizes?

21. 28” in 2 ½ days is the tropical storm type situation.

22. When a floodgate is closed, what is the plan to rid the basin of water?

23. The Lake Boeuf silted in Grand Bayou and Bayou C.

24. Look at Hwy 20 as an obstacle to flow in addition to Hwy 90.

25. Chackbay ring levee, check the benefits of raising or completing the rate of development in the future.

26. Was the conveyance channel factored in the plans? (EPA) use as addition water removal.

27. The old bridge/bayou on Hwy 20 northern end.

28. Clear Hwy 90 culverts.

29. Old Hwy 90 borrow area could be used for additional water flow.

30. The I-49 alignment is of a concern.

31. The alignment #2 appears as the best of alternatives, but check with Lafourche parish.

32. The connection Chackbay to Vet. Mem. bridge for the possible levee connection could be a barrier factor in the model.

33. What is the standard of the lakeshore golden meadow levee?

34. What is proposed at the GIWW?  Check Morganza to Gulf.

35. The calibration of the hydrological model is very critical.  Hurricane Juan is mentioned specifically.

36. Are there leaky systems?  Gates in levees, south of Hwy 90?

37. Improve fisheries in Lake Boeuf for access to the public.

38. Coordinate with the POC for the city of Napoleonville’s master plan.

39. Re-establish flows thru Lake Boeuf.

40. The boat ramps on 308/398 Hwy 1247 bridge needs repair and improvement.

41. The F.W. District ramp south of Weir is needed on Hwy 308.

42. For the Theriot canal, coordinate the F.W. district old structure.

Meeting # 2

43. How long does this project affect or help this Choctaw area?

44. Need bigger pumps, especially with tropical storms and heavy rain.

45. The Laurel Valley Rd floods, and it is an evacuation route, which should be kept clear.

46. The Choctaw Road as # 3.

47. Hwy 307 toward Hwy 90 as above.

48. Why a huge project?  Why not address problem areas on an area basis? Start at the highest point; solve the problem and work toward lower areas.

49. Improve interior drainage.  Clean and clear existing drainage. E.g. Corner of Choctaw and Laurel Valley.

50. We cannot wait years.

51. There is no permanent pump at Laurel valley and Choctaw.  Where will the water  pump to?

52. The pumping station pumps water into Choctaw Rd and floods.

53. The three bayous, Boeuf, Chevreuil, Grand Bayou, are too shallow, not enough capacity, they should be deepened.

54. The drainage should be cleaned out.  It affects the pump’s (Hwy 90) ability to get water out.

55. Need Hwy 90 drainage, e.g. culverts, etc.

56. Is the levee structure to the south? Where and what type?

57. Lake Salvador is too shallow for retention and drainage.

58. The levees could retain water control in addition to drainage (structures and pumps)

59. The permits to clean the canals are difficult to obtain.

60. The vegetation blocked water flow.

61. The Corps is too slow with permits.

62. Hwy 308 should be directed to Bayou Lafourche.

63. The storm surge is 3 days Donaldsonville.

64. The rainwater is not an immediate threat due to Hwy 90.

65. Bottleneck is at Bayou des Allemands.

66. Who will control structures and regulate water levels?

67. Shut the flow thru the south marshes.

68. There are possible diversions into M.R or B. Lafourche.

69. There are multiple outlets.

70. Lake Boeuf is too shallow and stagnates.

71. The levee should be further south to reduce salt-water intrusion.

72. Can drainage be directed to the Miss. River instead of South?

Hahnville, February 4, 2003

73. The elevation is 13-15 MSL.

74. Do not encourage development.

75. Move the levee further south to protect more freshwater habitat.

76. Include Bayou Gauche

77. Go with alt. 2B (old plantation site preservation)

78. Provide drainage for lands above Hwy 90 pump stations to alleviate rainfall flooding.

79. A structure at Paradis canal.

80. Consider including a flood protection wall along B. Desalmands to protect communities north of levee alignment and to prevent an event like what happened in Slidell this past year.

81. Rebuild or add boat launches for fisherman access.

82. Make funds available to help with new Des Allemands boat launch.

83. Utilize spoil to build habitat.

84. Need more projects like breakwater at Salvador Mgmt area.

85. Make sure there are enough floodgates.

86. Regarding the alignment of Jefferson parish to north shore Lake C., look at the former alignment.

87. Maximize protection starting with F.W. diversions at Davis Pond.

88. No more developing of wetlands in parish if levee is at north shore of Lake C.

89. Is the levee for protection or development?

90. Maximum protection for the people.

91. Who will perform engineering?

92. There was a backflow from the lake prior to engineering, the pumps are sufficient to the job.

93. The canals are clear, clean and working.

94. A proper pump installation must be sufficient.

95. 300K gal. Pump in canal to magnolia ridge.

96. There was erosion of the existing B-Paradis canal during the pumping canal construction.  Bank protection would prevent erosion.

97. The willowdale should not be directly in the back yard but should allow more natural drainage away from the homes.

98. Concerned with the loss of trees and pollution from the industry.

99. Coordination between the Parish and Corps to ensure that the interim improvement are not obsolete by the proj. construction.

100. Further south, there is the cypress timber canal, which is across the shell road, south of willowdale to Lake C., the wetlands provide drainage cushion to allow time to evacuate. 

101. There are a series of revetments to prevent excess storm surges.

102. Balance the hurricane protection with natural restoration, and natural water ways.

103. Determine the natural elevation and topography.

104. Protect the largest amount of land mass possible.

105. Examine the project impacts and benefits regionally and locally.

106. Preserve wildlife and environment as much as possible when constructing the project.

107. Address saltwater intrusion issues.

108. Working with LCA proposal.

Donaldsonville to the Gulf, 05 February 2003

109. Clear the canals to improve storm water drainage.  Move flood water out of interior quickly.

110. Communities within ring levee systems: what types of infrastructure/ pumping system is needed to drain flood waters.  Concerned that large levees may impact drainage.

111. If you dredge canals to improve drainage, what will you do with the spoil?

112. Dredge natural bayous that have not been dredged.  Use spray dredging to minimize impacts of disposing dredge material.  Bayou Citamon is a good example for this type of project.

113. Follow existing levee?

114. Form storm water retention area within the levee. 

115. Why is the levee not following the 80 Airport line?

116. How will private property be accessed?

117. Drainage gravity or force pumped?

118. Is the construction method on site borrow?

119. Is the current levee following property landowner boundaries?

120. Why are the plans not following the existing levees or ridges?

121. Where will the storm surge travel?

122. How will the interior drainage be affected by the levee?

123. Why does the alignment follow the right side bank of Bayou des Allemandes?

124. Why doesn’t the alignment protect the marsh?

125. What is the proposed elevation of the levees?

126. How will the project affect adjacent communities?

127. Will the levees be gated or closed for public use?

128. Who will maintain all the levees?

129. St. Charles parish encloses a large area of wetlands, north of des Allemands.

130. Is there a loss of wetland value for hurricane protection and what are the effects along the proposed levee?

131. Will the alignment follow the existing levee or cut back into properties?

132. Raise the existing levee alignment.

133. Will the levee cut or block the company canal in 2 places?

134. Run the levee from Lafitte to Larose and put a highway on top.

135. Where is the funding coming from?  Does the corps have 7 million already?

136. What is the proposed levee height size?

137. Does this have anything to do with Donaldsonville water diversion?

138. Keep communities intact, keep access to boat launches, follow GIWW where you have Right-of-way.

139. Need levee to stop flooding from Lafourche.

140. Can Corps permit 2 pumps and recapping levees as interim and quick fixes for Gheens?

141. Property owners with and on both side of the proposed levee, who owns the levee, and how does the property owner get access across the levee.  Can the levees be aligned behind the property so it does not split the property.

142. If the property is split, how will the property on the flood be protected and drained?

143. Where does the levee cross the company canal?  Will there be a floodgate there?  There should be a floodgate there.

144. Will water diversions restore the seasonal flood cycle if this project is built?


145. Where will the material for the levee come from?  Will there be a canal? if so, where, what is the size and will that canal be open to the public?

146. Need sediment and F.W. diversions from Donaldsonville to the south.

147. Will the levee near Hwy 90 have water flow structures or will all the flow be located south of bayou des Allemands?

148. How will contracts be awarded?

149. How will the water be drained below bayou Lafourche and/or bayou des Allemands without draining this area?

150. We do want levee protection, but we have concerns and questions about the details.

