Depth-Damage Survey
	On May 6, 1998, Congress authorized the New Orleans District (NOD) to conduct studies to develop solutions to prevent the recurrent floods in the area bounded by Bayou Lafourche and the Mississippi River from Donaldsonville to the Gulf of Mexico. The Lafourche Basin Levee District and the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development are the two non-federal sponsors for the studies. Currently, the study is in the feasibility phase. The feasibility study report will include an economical analysis section that will show if the benefits that are derived from each plan to reduce flooding exceed the construction cost. 

One source of benefits is the prevention of flood damages to structures, contents, and vehicles. It is necessary to quantify how much flood damage to residences, vehicles, and commercial property will be caused at various flood heights. Damages depend on the height of property and the contents relative to the flood height. Project benefits must be greater than the construction cost for the Federal government to participate in construction of a project. There are standard generic national tables that predict flood damages for various flood levels. Since southern Louisiana is a unique area and the residents have a very unique life style, historically, the use of site-specific depth-damage relationships yields larger benefits than [image: image1.jpg]


the generic depth-damage relationships from the national tables. Residential and commercial property owners in the area are currently being asked to participate in a survey that will improve the accuracy of predicting flood damages. 

Information is needed on a total of forty homes (15 one-story, 15 two-story and 10 mobile-home dwellings) and eighty commercial properties (10 businesses within each of 8 commercial categories). Data obtained during the survey will include a description of the structure and a listing of its contents, and will be compiled by NOD personnel and used to more accurately assess the potential property damages for various flood depths. All information that is collected as part of the survey is subject to the confidentiality provided by the U.S. Privacy Act. Information obtained from any one individual, or business will not be made public. Only the combined responses from all survey participants will be used collectively in the economic analysis. The most important thing a resident can do to help provide flood protection for the area is to participate in the depth-damage survey. 



Q. What is a Depth-Damage Survey?
A. A depth-damage survey is a survey designed to estimate the amount of damage that will be incurred by residential and commercial structures and their contents at various levels of flooding. The most accurate approach involves an interview with the property owner. A two-person team from GEC, INC., a contracting firm working with the NOD, will conduct the interviews. Information obtained during the interview will be compiled and used to determine the value of home contents, their location within the home, and their susceptibility to flooding. At the property owner's discretion, the contents can be videotaped. A copy of the videotape will be given to the property owner for insurance documentation purposes. All individual survey results will be kept strictly confidential according to the U.S. Privacy Act. 



Q. What are the benefits of participating in the survey?
A. Property owners will be furnished with a complimentary copy of the videotape of their contents, if so desired, as well as a written copy of their inventory form. Each of these is a valuable record for insurance purposes. Property owners will also benefit from the flood protection that will be provided by the hurricane levee and drainage improvements, if the study concludes that the benefits exceed the construction cost. Owner participation in the survey will be the main factor in determining whether there are enough benefits to construct the project. 



Q. When will the surveys be conducted?
A. Surveys of select residences and businesses are ongoing. Representatives of GEC, Inc. will contact the survey participants to schedule an appointment for the interview at a time convenient to the property owner. It is anticipated that many of the interviews will need to be scheduled during evenings and on weekends. Refer to the "I Want to Volunteer for the Survey" section for more information. 



Q. How can I participate in the survey?
A. Contact Brian Maestri, New Orleans District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at 504- 862-1915 as soon as possible. Participation in the survey will be on a first-come first-served basis. Information is needed on a total of forty homes (15 one-story, 15 two-story and 10 mobile home dwellings). Information is also required on a total of eighty non-residential entities (10 businesses within each of 8 commercial categories). Business owners or managers are requested to help the interviewer estimate flood damages, since they are the most knowledgeable person to know flood-related damages to contents, interrupted operations, and clean-up costs. If you want to participate in the survey, but do not want assistance from a survey representative, refer to "Can I Conduct the Survey by Myself" 



Q. Can I conduct the survey by myself?
A. Yes, you can download the survey form and fill it out by yourself. After completing the form, you should notify Brian Maestri at 504- 862-1915. A representative of GEC Inc. will schedule an appointment to pick up your completed form and briefly discuss it with you. A Representative of GEC is available to assist or help you complete the survey, contact Brian Maestri for assistance. 




	








