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Donaldsonville to the Gulf of 
Mexico

Town of Lafitte 
Flood Risk Reduction Workshop

Mr. Durund Elzey, Senior Project Manager
Ms. Virginia Brisley, Project Manager

Mar. 24, 2009
Alario Center
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New Orleans District

I. Welcome – Mayor Tim Kerner

II. Overview of Donaldsonville to the Gulf 
of Mexico Project – Durund Elzey

III. Overview of alternatives under 
consideration – Virginia Brisley

IV. Discussion of alternatives and 
preferences – Virginia Brisley

Agenda
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New Orleans District

• Provide information on flood damage risk reduction 
projects that impact residents and businesses in 
Barataria, Lafitte, Crown Point and other areas of 
lower Jefferson Parish 

• Incorporate your feedback into development of the 
Donaldsonville to the Gulf of Mexico Feasibility 
Study

Meeting Purpose
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New Orleans District

• What are your expectations of the Corps?
• What factors should determine flood 

damage risk reduction?
• What are the most important factors?
• What would make you feel safer?
• What are your expectations of this 

meeting?

Initial Brainstorming
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New Orleans District

Buying Down Risk                     
All stakeholders contribute to reducing risk!

Initial Risk

Zoning Building
Codes

Outreach Evacuation
Plan

Insurance
Levee

Residual Risk

Risk Reduction Tools
(Cumulative)
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New Orleans District

• Draft Feasibility study/Draft 
Environmental Impact 
Statement are currently 60 
percent complete

• Study area includes portions 
of Ascension, Assumption, 
St. James, St. John the 
Baptist, Lafourche, St. 
Charles, Jefferson, Orleans, 
and Plaquemines parishes

• Project partners include:
o Lafourche Basin Levee District
o State of Louisiana, Office of 

Coastal Protection and 
Restoration

Donaldsonville to the Gulf of Mexico
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New Orleans District

• Cost share is 50 percent 
Federal and 50 percent non-
Federal (approx $10 million)

• Study purpose:
o Reduce risk of storm surge
o Reduce damages from intense 

rainfall events in the study area 
(interior drainage)

o Identify opportunities to 
improve navigation, wildlife 
habitat, wetland areas and 
recreation

The Donaldsonville to the Gulf of Mexico project would reduce the risk of 
flood damage to several south Louisiana communities including Des 
Allemands, pictured above.

Donaldsonville to the Gulf of Mexico
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New Orleans District

• Study is being coordinated 
with Lafourche Basin Levee 
District and State of 
Louisiana, Office of Coastal 
Protection and Restoration

• Five alignments under 
consideration (and No 
Action)

• Draft Feasibility Study/Draft 
Environmental Impact Study 
anticipated in late winter 
2009

• Final Feasibility 
Study/Environmental Impact 
Study anticipated in spring 
2010

Typical view of populated ridge landscape in the Donaldsonville study area.

Donaldsonville to the Gulf of Mexico
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New Orleans District
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New Orleans District

Gulf Intracoastal Waterway Alignment
• Alignment is being evaluated in the Donaldsonville 

to the Gulf Feasibility Study and Environmental 
Impact Statement

• Would reduce risk for Barataria, Lafitte, Crown Point 
and other areas of lower Jefferson Parish 

• Would reduce risk to residents and businesses 

• Could impact cultural resources

• Includes three sub-alternatives
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New Orleans District

Lafitte to Crown Point
Sub-Alternative 1
• Includes earthen levees and floodwalls
• Would be built to elevation +16
• Potential real estate implications
• Includes three navigable gates as shown
• Cost estimates are in progress
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Note – scale of image differs than previous image
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New Orleans District

Lafitte to Crown Point
Sub-Alternative 2
• Includes earthen levees and floodwalls
• Would be built to elevation +16
• Potential real estate implications
• Does not include navigable crossing(s)
• Cost estimates in progress

Note - This sub-alternative can be a part of any of the structural alternatives 

being evaluated in the study.
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New Orleans District

Lafitte to Crown Point
Sub-Alternative 3
• Analyzes feasibility of implementing Non-

Structural Measures such as:
o Not constructing levees or floodwalls
o Elevating structures on piles or fill
o Relocating or elevating utilities
o Installing water-resistant materials to 

structures
o Installing pump system
o Relocating structures

• Cost estimates in progress

Note - This sub-alternative can be a part of any of the 

structural alternatives being evaluated in the study.
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New Orleans District

Feedback
• What’s the best feature of Sub-Alternative 1?
• What’s your greatest concern about Sub-Alternative 1?
• What’s the best feature of Sub-Alternative 2?
• What’s your greatest concern about Sub-Alternative 2?
• What’s the best feature of Sub-Alternative 3?
• What’s your greatest concern about Sub-Alternative 3?
• Which sub-alternative do you prefer? Why?
• Which alternative is least preferable? Why?
• Do you still have concerns? What are they?
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New Orleans District

Opportunities for Input
• Offer verbal comments tonight

• Complete a written questionnaire

• Mail comments to:
US Army Corps of Engineers
Public Affairs 
c/o Donaldsonville to the Gulf 
PO Box 60267
New Orleans, LA 70160

• Submit comments via e-mail:
Donaldsonville@usace.army.mil
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New Orleans District

Resources
www.nolaenvironmental.gov http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil


