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	12.13.2000 - Design begins on Houma Navigation Canal Lock

	NEW ORLEANS – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, partnering with the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development awarded December 7 a contract for the design of a new Houma Navigation Canal Lock. The $2 million contract went to URS Corporation. 

The lock will be designed in a float-in style. It will measure 200 feet wide by 1,200 feet long, with a -15 NGVD (sea level) depth, the current authorized depth of the Houma Canal. It is an integral feature of the Morganza to the Gulf Hurricane Protection Project. 

"I am very pleased that DOTD is partnering with the Corps of Engineers on this very vital project," DOTD Secretary Kam K. Movassaghi, said. "It will not only protect lives and property, but it will also help reduce the loss of our coastal wetlands." 

The Morganza to the Gulf Hurricane Protection project - consisting of 72 miles of earthen levee, 12 flood control structures and numerous environmental features - is designed to protect against hurricane tidal surges in Terrebonne and Lafourche parishes. It will also reduce coastal wetland loss and preserve the ecosystem from damaging saltwater intrusion. 

The project will tie into the Larose to Golden Meadow hurricane protection levee to the east and Highway 90 along Bayou Black Ridge to the west near Minors Canal. 

"The Houma Navigation Lock will become the anchor and most important feature of the more than $600 million Morganza to the Gulf Flood Protection Project," said Louisiana State Rep. Reggie Dupre, vice chairman of the House Transportation Committee. "At 200 feet wide, this lock will be the widest navigable lock ever built in the United States." 

The federal government and state are sharing the costs of the project on a 65-35 basis. The contract, to be administered by the Vicksburg District, will be performed in three phases: preliminary design; detailed design report; and plans and specifications. Design is scheduled for completion in 2003.


