Alexandria to the Gulf Feasibility Study

Team Meeting Summary

December 6, 2005

Attendees:

Katelyn Schneida

Brian Maestri

Lisa Leonard

Nathan Dayan

Don Alette

Bob Lacy

Lewis Hornung

Purpose:

The purposes of the meeting were to:

1. discuss the impacts of expansion of the study area and evaluation of agricultural water supply benefits on the scope of economics work activities and

2. determine what H&H information will be required to complete the economic analysis. 

Meeting Summary

During the meeting, the following issues were discussed. 

What is the area that might be provided agricultural water supply benefits by this project?:   This question depends on the conveyance capacity of the delivery canals and the availability of water when it is needed.  Potentially, this area could include all agricultural lands in the entire Chatlin Lake Canal Basin.  Additionally, since improved water supply in Chatlin Lake Canal could relieve pressure on water supplies provided by Bayou Lamourie, benefits might extend into that basin too.

Follow-up:  Brian and Lisa are scheduling a meeting with the County Extension Agent to get more information on the agricultural water supply needs.

What types of H&H modeling information will be needed to evaluate agricultural water supply impacts?  The volume and seasonality of water supply requirements will be required.

Follow-up:   This is information that Brian and Lisa will seek from the County Extension Agent.

Agricultural flood damage reduction:  Based on preliminary information provided by the County Extension Agent, there are about 15,000 acres that could potentially be provided additional flood protection.  The locations of these areas are uncertain at this time.  The extent of the H&H analysis to be provided by the sponsor’s consultant covers the Chatlin Lake Canal about 6.5 miles downstream from Hwy 457 to the Cheneyville Gage (based on a letter from MML&H).  If clearing and snagging of the Chatlin Lake Canal is sufficient to achieve the flood damage reduction benefits in Alexandria, it is possible that downstream agricultural flooding could be exacerbated.  

Follow-up:  Brian and Lisa will obtain information on the location of existing agricultural flooding.  Katelyn and Lewis will arrange a team meeting that will include the sponsor and consultant to insure a match between H&H output vs. economics needs.  The meeting will be scheduled after Brian and Lisa have met with the County Agent.

Study Area:  There is a need for a map that delineates the expanded study area.  Some team members felt the study area had been expanded to the Parish line, but the MML&H letter indicates that the expanded area extends only to the Cheneyville Gage, a difference of about 1.5 miles.

Follow-up:  Lewis will work with Don and PJ to develop a study area map.  Katelyn and Lewis will contact the sponsor to verify the study area limits.

